PAGE  

MULTICULTURALISM – INTERCULTURALISM
/building a common culture despite of and through cultural disparities/
The discussions over the multiculturalism are ongoing and attracting more participants since the last couple of years.  The opinions have become great in number and more contradictory.  The reason is that contemporary world consisting of more than 6000 communities and as many distinct languages and cultures could no longer answer the questions about its identity regardless of the acknowledgement and acceptance of its diversity. Different communities and cultures existed also in the past, but now they co-exist together more frequently sharing mutual space and even nationality. We are yet living in a society where no definite boundaries are given between “us” and “others” and where there is no clear vision about “we” without the perception and understanding of the “Others”. To learn how we could live together with those “Others”, preserving and affirming “our” identity, is a challenge of “our” time – the time we all live – which could be faced only if we become aware of why should we do that. 
I. THE CONTEXT - LIVING AMONG AND WITH OTHERS – MULTICULTURAL PERSPECTIVE 

Situation - current tendences and processes:
- The general constatation - the contemporary world is multicultural and most of the societies and nations are concerned by the issues related to imigration and emigration;
- Main reason - the international migration waves are growing fast every day and concern most of the contemporary societies; 
- Consequences – ethnical conflicts, fights for admitting and confirming rights, 
- Measures - a lot of countries and policy – makers seek for solutions for the mentioned problems and different reconcilliation policies are put into practice;

- Current challenge – finding the ways about how different cultures could co-exist peacefully despite of their different ethnical and religious background;
- Possible solution – many people turn to multiculturalism as an ideology advocating that society consist  of distinct cultural groups, with equal status and should be accepted and treated on equal base provided with equal rights. Multiculturalism has become more and more used not only as an ideology but as an implemented practice and even an official policy in several countries;

- Goals and expectations: achievement of ethnic cultural identity, more socially cohesive nation and equal access to social resources;

- Results: despite of some achievements in the area of living in multicultural society the multiculturalism policy could not prove its efficiency. It poses new social, political, economic and cultural problems. Events of the past year from the riots in Bradford, Burnley and Oldham to the aftermath of the events of September 11 increase the anxiety. 
- Looking for new directions - in recent years, several European states, notably the Netherlands and Denmark, have completely reversed their national policy consensus, and have returned to an official monoculturalism. A similar reversal is the subject of debate in the United Kingdom and Germany, among others. 
 Suggestions about the failure of multiculturalism ideology implemented in real life: 
· Multiculturalism is currently assumed as a threat about national unity:  

Generally the recognition of the rights of all cultures living in one and the same society has become associated by the native citizens of the host-nation with threat about preservation and affirmation of their own rights and related to that threat of national disunity and destruction of identity of the nation. No explanations and tools are presented about how one culture could accept another when the values and principles embodied in them are so different, even contradictory.
· Multiculturalism is currently assumed as a threat about national cultural uniqueness and 
distinctiveness:
Living in a multicultural society provokes anxiety about the eventual disappearance of the national culture specificities and uniqueness especially under the influence of the increasingly growing process of globalization. In order to survive in a globalized world culures seek for their roots and preservation of tradition. Frequently that looking in the past and expression of national sense passes through opposition of the culture/s of the Other/s. That way of defending and affirming ones’ own culture very often leads to and provokes extreme nationalism tendencies. 
· Multiculturalism suppresses the creativity and freedom of individual to choose its own identity and of
a society to choose and express its own way of thinking and being itself:

The current multiculturalism prolongates the idea of humans as culture-bearing creatures mixed with the idea that humans have to bear a particular culture, thus denying their right and capacity for transformation. In another respect by declaring equality of all rights and values multiculturalism in some kind depreciate them, denying the possiblity of a society to seek for, to choose and to develop its own values despite and through cultural/ethnical disparities. 
II. THE PERSPECTIVES - LIVING TOGETHER IN THE GLOBAL VILLAGE OR/AND BUILDING OUR COMMON WORLD OF DIFFERENCE 
Interculturalism as an
ideology stating that all cultures could not co-exist without exchanges and that only the communication between them makes possible their identification creates other opportunities for mutual living in a multicultural society. Its implementation in practice is related to the seeking and the enhancement of fusion by looking for commonalities thus making possible:     
· Creating of a shared community values and common culture: 

The co-existence of different cultures in one and the same society does not only mean to adopt specific values of one of them or to allow them to live independently but to find and articulate shared values and common identities.  This could only emerge through a process of political dialogue and debate that can help create more universal values and beliefs, a process whereby different values are put to the test, and a collective language of citizenship emerges.
· Survival and development of  biological and cultural diversity of the mankind: 

In the process of communication with the Other/s a culture has the opportunity to reveal its values and characteristics, to assert and re-define them thus enhancing and exploring the diversity.  Diversity allows us to expand our horizons, to compare and contrast different values, beliefs and lifestyles, and make judgements upon them. In this way the cultures resist the globalization tendencies of the contemporarity. 
· Building of the new world culture on the base of different and communicating cultures:
 
Interculturalism recognizes that in a society of mixed ethnicities cultures act in multiple directions and no culture has its fixed dimensions. Interculturalism acknowledges and enables cultures have currency, to be exchanged, to circulate, to be modified and evolve. That constant process of identification makes possible cultures to be re-created and new cultures to appear. 
III. A PARTICULAR CASE – CREATING COMMUNITY BASES AND PERSPECTIVES THROUGH CREATIVITY AND ART
Overview - The cooperation project “ECYH – Art Horizons” that takes palce in the town of Kurdjali and the village of Duzhdovnitsa presents a good example in making intercultural society happens in a local context. Through execution of mutual activities aimed at free cultural expression and mediation young people – of different ethnical/cultural background - have the possibility and the responsibility to present their identity, to communicate it to that of Others and to develop and/or lay the bases of a common cultural identity with Others. In this way young people joint commitment serves as generator of cultural and social community changes and an engine for further community development. 

Several features could be outlined related to the “intercultural” nature of the project:

· it appears and is accomplished in a multi-ethnic environmen/context and has arisen from that environment

– it provokes the meeting of two culturally and ethnically different societies which had shared common place for living but yet not have common vision about their mutual living in it;
· creates a place for multicultural meeting and exchange – different people, from different 
nationalities and of different cultural/ethncal background meet together, execute artistic activities, debate and think about their eventual further mutual projects; 

· creates opportunities different cultures to meet, to present themselves one to another and to communicate –

reevaluating traditional values and creating new common ones;
· the new hybrids appeared as a result of that communication between different cultures and they begin to 

exist among the community as a new common entities, belonging to neither culture
Main achievements in the intercultural perspective – The project has developed successful model in building intercultural society making it through enhancement of creativity and artistic expression. It creates conditions for culture and art to be used as a medium through which values of ethnically different societies to be expressed, communicated and developed. 
In another respect the project proposes opportunities for building the social capital - as Robert Putnam defines it – “the degree to which a community or society collaborates and cooperates to achieve mutual benefits”. Almost all of the project activities - The Art expeditions, Art Horizons etc. – enhance the participation of local people in cultural and social life, provoke mutual understanding and collaboration and have become useful methods for: presenting, preserving and developing the local cultural diversity, fostering local distinctiveness and confirming community uniqueness.

As a result of the project implementation communication and understanding between ethnically different cultures were made possible and the bases of their common culture have been placed. The reality of that common culture could be found in: creating the shared notion of identity, defining common aims, outlining common perspectives and vision about the future – which are in fact the basic achievements of the project and its future aims and challenges.[image: image1.png]
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