Conference

MULTICULTURALISM – INTERCULTURALISM

Building a common culture despite and through cultural disparities

	Objectives 
	The general objective: The conference aims at promoting the intercultural policies and practices as a chance for the survival and development of the contemporary multicultural world, pointing out the role of the civil society representatives in the process of building intercultural society and giving specific practical examples and directions.
Specific objectives: 

- to explore the meanings and implications of interculturalism when living in multicultural society in the process of seeking of alternatives of the multiculturalism ideology and model; 

- to create a common conceptual framework for treating the themes and issues concerning interculturalism;
- to promote culture as a tool for regional development and national and international understanding;  

- to demonstrate and popularize a successful model acting in a local context with regional and national dimensions – by presenting the experience, effects and results

of the cooperation project “European Cultural Youth House – Art Horizons”, run by Krug Youth Center Foundation, financed by Swiss Cultural Program;

- to create environment for exchange of ideas and practices in regard with the possibilities for building intercultural society/-ies;

- to create conditions for establishment of partnerships and networks on the basis of shared ideas and experience and targeted to European financing.


	Location
	The conference will be held in Sofia

	Period
	31 of May - 03 of June 2007 

	Target group 
	NGO – s working in regions of multi-ethnical population and/or regions with large  minority groups  

NGO – s working in the field of youth issues and/or art and culture  

	Participants 
	About 35 participants will be invited to attend the conference. They will be mainly representatives of NGO from Bulgaria and the Balkan region interested in the theme of the conference. Guests from Switzerland and the UK are expected to attend the event. Representatives of local and national authorities will be also invited to take part in it.    

	Lector/ moderator
	Aleksander Kjosev – Chairman of the Department of History and Theory of Culture at the Faculty of Philospophy in Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” ; Associate Professor at the Department of History and Theory of Culture at the Faculty of Philosophy in Sofia University; 

Ayse Parla - Istanbul Salandji University Professor 




PROGRAM
	Date/ Time
	Content
	Place/Participants/Lecturers

	31 May 2007
	Thursday 
	Sofia

	19.30
	Registration

Registration of participants
Official dinner

Participants are invited to join a dinner held by the organizers
	

	01 June 2007
	Friday 
	Sofia

	8.30 – 9.00
9.00 – 9.15 


	Registration 

Registration of participants (continuation)

Welcome

Welcome notes by SCP
Welcome notes by the hosting organization
	

	PANEL A

THE CONTEXT - LIVING AMONG AND WITH OTHERS –MULTICULTURAL/INTERCULTURAL PERSPECTIVE



	9.30 – 10.00

	Introduction 

Multicultural society and shared values – Living in a multicultural world – a risk or a challenge 

Defining the terms, short overview on the concept and basic principles of multiculturalism

The existing practices in Bulgaria

	Speaker: Elitsa Yancheva

Speaker: Juri Valkovski

	SESSION 1

	10.00 –11.00
	Multicultural Europe 

Global world or the world of differences

Talking/Thinking about Interculturalism
A lection
	Speaker: A. Kjosev



	11.00 –11.30

	Coffee break
	On the spot

	SESSION 2

	11.30 –12.45

	Multiculturalism – Interculturalism - a civic response to cultural and ethnic diversity

Case studies with a focus on civic initiatives targeting multicultural issues and intercultural perspectives in Bulgaria and abroad
	Case Study 1 (15 min)

Case Study 2 (15 min)

Case Study 3 (15 min)

Moderator: Stanislava Stancheva

	SESSION 3



	12.45 –13.15 
	Discussion

Q&A to the speakers in Panel A
	Moderator: Stanislava Stancheva

	13.15 –14.00
	Lunch
	On the spot 

	PANEL B

FINDING THE MEANS – EXAMPLE FOR AN ACTING MODEL



	SESSION 4

	14.00 –15.00
15.00-15.30
	Arts and Culture – Bridging the Various Identities - Case Study - Arts and culture as a universal tool towards understanding each other and respecting our diversity; The positive influence of arts and culture in tackling diversity-related issues
“Art Horizons” Project – a presentation of the project “ECYH” implemented by Krug Association – models applied and lessons learned 
Discussion

Q&A to the representatives of the organization 
	Presentation implemented by  representatives of Krug Association

Moderator: Stanislava Stancheva
 

	15.30 –16.00
	Coffee break
	On the spot

	SESSION 5

	16.00 –17.00
	Networking event

Each organization will be preliminary invited to expose their short presentations so everybody could direct easily its attention to the interested one/s; presentations, free discussions and contacts exchange  



	18.30-19.30
	Cultural programme for all participants

Dinner

	

	Date/ Time
	Content
	Place/Participants/Lecturers

	02 June 2007
	Saturday 
	Sofia

	

	Panel C

FINDING THE MEANS – HEADING UP TO ACTION



	SESSION 6

	09.30 –10.30

	Work in parallel groups

Panel Group 1

The role of Art projects for the environment change and development  

Panel Group 2

The role of NGOs for/in the local policies 

Panel Group 3

NGOs and community work 

Panel Group 4

The role of Art projects for the formal and informal  education 


	Moderators - representatives of Krug Association, Stanislava Stancheva, Elitsa Yancheva

	10.30 –11.00                                        
	Coffee break
	On the spot

	SESSION 7


	11.00 –12.00                                        
	Summing up 

Presentation panel group 1 

Presentation panel group 2 

Presentation panel group 3 

Presentation panel group 4

Overall discussion, Q&A 


	Moderator: Stanislava Stancheva

	12.00 –13.00
	Lunch
	On the spot


	

	Panel D

INTERCULTURALISM – EXPLORING CRITICAL ISSUES - 
HEADING UP TO ACTION



	SESSION 8



	13.00 –14.00
	Work in parallel groups

Panel Group 1

Policy issues – issues to be met at central and local policy making level (securing the proper environment) /Interculturalism and democratic society; Emigration – Immigration issues/

Panel Group 2

Civic issues – issues to be addressed by the NGO sector within specific actions (securing the proper pro-active initiatives and projects)

Panel Group 3
Interculturalism and/in every-day life

Panel Group 4

Interculturalism – ethics, religion and human rights

	Moderator: A. Kjosev

Moderator: K. Wagenstein

Moderator: Ayse Parla
Moderator: E.Yancheva


	14.00 –14.30
	Coffee break
	On the spot

	SESSION 9

	14.30 –15.30
	Summing up
Presentation panel group 1 

Presentation panel group 2 

Presentation panel group 3 

Presentation panel group 4 

Overall discussion, Q&A 

	Moderator: Kalina Wagenstein

	SESSION 10

	15.30 –16.30

16.30 –17.00
	The follow-up

Fitting in intercuturalism-based ideas within specific project proposals and possible sources of funding them

Discussion
	Speaker: Stanislava Stancheva



	SESSION 11

	17.00 –17.30
	Closing remarks

Benchmarking the conference – key issues and recommendations for further development
Closing remarks


	03 June 2007
	Sunday
	Sofia

	9.30 – 12.30 


	Cultural program
(Art and Culture - on-spot visits)


	on-spot visits

	12.30 –13.30 

	Lunch
	

	Departure of participants


