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                             Concept of @workNetwork Platform
 The international platform @workNetwork will take place in Athens 1 – 4 October 2007, in the framework of the 5th Alternative Stage Festival, organized by the Cultural Activities Company ENTROPIA. 

 The meeting will focus on a variety of issues – artistic, cultural and social - that preoccupy artists today and will aim at the establishment of a permanent Network of performing artists, who serve a research based theatre, inspired and informed by political and social issues. During the meeting, the participants will address key questions and will try to identify the approach that is best suited to the cultural exchange situation between the European countries. 

 The main representatives of this initiative are TeaterKUNST–Denmark, TEATERMASKINEN-Sweden, REALITY RESEARCH CENTER-Finland, Berlin n@work-Germany, THE RED ROOM-U.K and ENTROPIA-Greece. As the five of them come from north and west Europe, the Athens meeting, hosted by ENTROPIA, will be an opportunity for an opening towards Mediterranean and Balkan countries. The different parts will make an attempt to identify the environments, structures and issues that shape the system in which the performing arts sector operates in Europe. As different groups of people and professionals are involved, we hope to be able to examine the resources by country (domestic networks, directories, access to information, funds and facilities) and discuss how we can move from local cultural strategies and domestic markets to a set of markets with no regard to national boundaries. We hope that this unique project will promote the intercultural dialogue and allow constructive discussions on issues regarding the artist mobility and freedom, and especially cultural co-operation and international co-productions. Therefore you are more than welcome to present a paper, a case or a topic for discussion (please let us know in advance). 

 The organizing team will try to bring out the potential key players and involve Ministry representatives, key business partners, trade unions and cultural organizations, in an effort to ensure an extensive and long-term commitment participation of artists and groups, and assure the visibility and sustainability of the platform. 

 The @workNetwork will not only focus on the creation of a permanent platform for independent and alternative artists. The project also aims at attracting people from a broad range of the working population, universities, scholars and cultural institutions and associations. During separate meetings and laboratories, people from different backgrounds will discuss issues that concern them. 

 Carrying on last years’ project “The Story of Work”, this meeting will focus on the issue “Culture, Arts and Working People” in an effort to evaluate the artistic expression in everyday life of working people. It will give us the opportunity to compare cultural policy models and understand the way those policies stimulate interest in the arts and promote the participation in artistic activities in different countries. We will try to examine how work and creativity are related and what the social impact of the arts is; in other words what culture and the arts offer to social cohesion. 

 An important part of this meeting will be dedicated to the ethnic minorities’ issues. Representatives of various ethnic minorities in Greece and abroad will try to put on the map the difficulties they meet in the expression of their cultural identity. They will talk about diversity in modern society, xenophobia, their cultural rights and their needs, as well as the possibilities and chances they have to participate in the creation and profit out of the advantages of self-expression through the artistic and cultural events and products. 
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