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Introduction

EU declared 2008 as “Year of intercultural dialogue”, a European Year which, because of its multiplier effect, will develop into a unique instrument for raising awareness of the chosen theme among citizens, particularly young people. 

The European Year is expected to:

> Promote intercultural dialogue as an instrument to assist European citizens, and all those living in the European Union, in acquiring the knowledge and aptitudes to enable them to deal with a more open and more complex environment; 

> Raise the awareness of European citizens, and all those living in the European Union, of the importance of developing active European citizenship which is open to the world, respectful of cultural diversity and based on common values. 

In this context, the Corfu, Greece based non-profit organisation “Europe of Cultures Forum: Adriatic-Ionian Chapter” (EOCF-AI – www.eocf-ai.org) and the European Parliament (Offices for Greece, Italy and Slovenia (acting EU presidency) took the initiative co-organise the 1st Adriatic-Ionian Intercultural Dialogue Conference in Corfu, Greece on 27 - 28 June 2008.
The objective of this conference is to bring together representatives from all EU and non-EU Adriatic-Ionian countries as well as neighboring countries in the region to discuss the challenges of inter-culturalism with a view to enhance cultural cooperation and better understanding among  citizens in the region. Conference participants will have the opportunity to listen to from and dialogue with MEP and EU and government officials as well as representatives from civil society and industry from all over Europe.  

The issues of Intercultural Dialogue in a changing European landscape and in the Knowledge Society Age will be discussed in plenary and parallel workshops will try to devise best practices in relation to Cultural Cooperation in EU and its neighborhood and Cultural heritage and Tourism.

At the end of the conference participants will be called to undersign “The Corfu Intercultural Dialogue Declaration”, a document which will contain not only the conclusions of the conference but also views for further action with emphasis in the Adriatic-Ionian region.

Satellite Events

A number of interesting satellite events are also foreseen: 

· 1st Forum Cultural Antennas Coordinators meeting 

Lefkimmi, Corfu, 29 June 2008 (upon invitation); 
· Youth Intercultural Gathering (details to be announced)

	With the support of 

Local authorities: 

· Municipality of Corfu 

· Prefecture of Corfu

· Ionian Islands Region  

· Ionian University 
Government & Organisations *
· Hellenic Ministry of Culture

· Hellenic Ministry of Tourism Development

· Hellenic Tourism Organisation-EOT 

( * to be confirmed)



	Organising Committee 

	International Committee

Co-Chairs
Dr. Vasileios Laopodis, EOCF-AI president
Mr. George Kasimatis, Director of the Office of the European Parliament for Greece - representing all EP co-organisers

Honorary Members

Ms Natasa Gorsek Mencin, Director of the Office of the European Parliament for Slovenia
Ms Clara Albani, Director of the Office of the European Parliament for Italy
National / Local Members

Ms Nicole Georgiades, EP Office in Athens

Ms Maria-Louisa Laopodi, EOCF-AI Secretary General 

Ms. Stalo Papasozomenou, Ionian Islands region

Ms. Faye Poulimenou, Corfu city Cultural Antenna 

Ms. Anna Lazou, Zakynthos Cultural Antenna

Programme Committee (Papers /Posters selection)

Chair: Ms Photini Papahatzi, Coordinator of Preveza Cultural Antenna

Members: 

Ms Lila Skarveli, Sec. General “Chambre des Beaux Arts de Mediterranée ; Vice President EOCF-Chapter


Provisional Programme Structure
Venue: Ionian University (New Building, Ioannou Theotoki 72)
(* have been invited)

	First day
	Friday 27 June 2008

	17.00-18.00
	Registration-Coffee

	18.00-20.00
	Official Opening Session 

	
	Welcome and Setting the scene

Dr. Vasileios Laopodis, President EOCF-AI

Co-chair of the Organising Committee 

	
	Addresses from co-organisers and local authorities

	
	Mr George Kasimatis, Director of EP office for Greece 

Co-chair of the Organising Committee

Also on behalf of 

Ms Natasa GORSEK MENCIN, Director of EP office for Slovenia

Ms Clara Albani, Director of EP office for Italy

	
	Mr Sotiris Mikalef, Mayor of Corfu

	
	Ms Batzeli, MEP, Chair of EP Culture Committee*

	
	Keynote speaker (to be announced)

	
	Mr. Michalis Liapis, Minister of Culture of Greece*

	
	Mr. Vasko Simoniti, Minister of Culture of Slovenia

President European Council of Culture Ministers

	20.00-20.30
	Artistic event 

	20.30
	Cocktail  Reception


	Second Day
	Saturday 28 June 2008

	09.00-10.15
	Plenary Session: Intercultural Dialogue in a changing European landscape 

Chair: Ms Clara Albani, Director of EP Office for Italy

	
	Addresses from invited personalities

	
	Mr. Stefanos Poulimenos, Prefect of Corfu

	
	Mr. Sotiris Vosdou, Sec. General of Ionian Islands Region

	
	Ms.Ljudmila Novak, Slovenian MEP

	
	Ms Rodi Kratsa, Greek MEP* 

	
	Ms Katerina Stenou, Director Intercultural Dialogue, Unesco

	
	Mr. Spiliotopoulos, Minister of Tourism Development*

	
	Short Break for Change Panel

	10.30-12.30
	Panel Discussion

Intercultural Dialogue in the Knowledge Society Age 

	Moderator
	Dr. Vasileios Laopodis, President EOCF-AI Chapter

	Panelists
	Mr. Mark Dubrulle, President “Europe of Cultures Forum” (BE)

	
	Representative, European Commission- Directorate General for Education and Culture, Policy officer, C1- Unit Culture*

	
	Mr Stefanos Valianatos, Hellenic Cultural Foundation- Coordinator Anna Lindt Foundation Networks 

	
	Ms Tzitzikosta, Director Hellenic Unesco Office

	
	Ms Daniela Jelincic, CultureLink (HR) 

	
	Prof. Renato Novelli, PolyTechnic University of Marche
Representative, UniADRION-Adriatic-Ionian Universities Forum

	12.30-14.00
	Guided Walking tour of Old Corfu city, Unesco monument

	14.00-15.00
	Lunch at Art Cafe

	15.00-16.30
	Parallel Workshops

	Workshop 1
	Cultural Cooperation in EU and its neighborhood

	Moderator: 


	 Ms. Photini Papahatzi, EOCF-AI Chapter Preveza Cultural Antenna Coordinator

	Panelists
	Prof. G Tsougarakis, Dean Ionian University

	
	Ms Vanna Andreola, Coordinator IPA CBC Adriatic Programme (IT)

	
	Mr. Edmond Gkika, Mayor of Saranda (AL)

	
	Emilio D'Alessio, Representative of A-I Cities and Towns Forum (IT)

	
	Ms Lila Skarveli, Sec. General «Chambre des Beaux Arts de Mediterranée » (FR), EOCF-AI Board Member

	
	Mr. Edouard Delaubrie, Musée des Cultures et Civilisations de la Mediterranee (FR)

	Workshop 2
	Cultural heritage and Tourism

	Moderator:
	Ms. Faye Poulimenou

EOCF-AI Chapter Corfu Cultural Antenna Coordinator

Advisor to Mayor of Corfu 

	Panelists
	Dr. Takis Lybereas, Advisor to the Min. of Tourism Development

	
	Representative of  UNESCO Office in Venice (BRESCE)*

	
	Representative of Adriatic-Ionian  Chambers Forum

	
	Representative of Chamber of Kerkyra

	
	Dr. Caterina Rehm-Berbenni, InGentibus (IT/D)

	
	Dr. Kostas Tsoumanis, EOT Corfu

	16.30-17.00
	Break


	
	Closing session

Chair: Ms Natasa GORSEK MENCIN
Director of EP Office for Slovenia

	17.00-17.30
	Reports from parallel workshops

	17.30-18.00
	Conclusions

Dr. Vasileios Laopodis,  EOCF-AI 

Signature of “The Corfu Intercultural Dialogue Declaration”

	18.00
	Close of the conference

	20.00
	Artistic Event-Reception


Practical information

· Conference Location
The conference will be held in Corfu, Greece, an island famous for its nature and sandy beaches as well as for its civilization (the old town of Corfu – Kerkyra in Greek, is since 2007 in the UNESCO list of World Cultural heritage Monuments). The conference will take place in the new building of the Ionian University in the city centre.
· Language
The official languages of the conference are Greek, Italian, English.  Slovenian (EU presidency country) will be used for plenaries and English for parallel workshops.
· Transport & Hotel Accomodation 
CAUTION: End of June is a very HIGH SEASON for Corfu,                  so please make your reservations for flights and hotels immediately

Transport
Corfu (Kerkyra) can be reached at the end of June either by direct charter flights from numerous European airports (please get information for your country), by regular flights via Athens (min 4 times daily) and Thessaloniki (min 3-ice weekly), by hydroplanes daily from Patras and other places, and by ferry boats from Italy (Venice, Bari, Brindisi, Ancona) and from mainland Greece (Patras, Igoumenitsa).
For more information see: website of Kerkyra Prefecture : http://212.205.12.4/default.asp?id=1&mnu=1&LangID=English;  and http://www.greeka.com/ionian/corfu/island/
Accomodation

The organizers have made provisional reservations to a number of hotels to facilitate potential participants but please note that participants MUST take care of their reservations by themselves. 
First List of proposed hotels 

Guaranteed availability until 15 April 2008 on a priority basis
(no reservation is considered valid until confirmed directly to you by the hotels) 

Kanoni/Pontikonissi area (3 Km from Corfu centre) – a conference shuttle will be available
· Ariti  Hotel (4****)  
Website : www.aritihotel-corfu.gr 

Tel. [image: image2]+30.266.10.33885-8, Fax. +30.266.10.3388
Email : infor@ariti-hotel.com; reservation@aritihotel-corfu.gr 

Availability:  ~ 80 rooms 

Special conference price (room with breakfast): from 50 EUR (single) to 74 EUR 

· Divani Corfu Hotel (4****) 
Website: www.divanis.com/corfu 

Email : info@divanicorfu.gr 
Tel. +30 26610 38996; Fax. +30 26610 35929
Availability:  ~ 25 rooms 

Special conference price (room with breakfast): from 90 EUR (single use), 105 EUR (double use), 125 EUR (three beds)
City centre area (limited number of rooms) 
· Cavalieri Hotel Corfu (4****)

Website: www.cavalieri-hotel.com 
Email: info@cavalieri-hotel.com
Tel.: [image: image3]+30 26610 39041 & 39336 ; Fax: +30 26610 39283

Availability:  20 rooms 

Special conference price (room with breakfast): from 85 EUR (single use), 100 EUR (double use), 115/130 EUR (3/4 beds)

· Bella Venezia Hotel Corfu Greece (*** Superior)

Website: www.bellaveneziahotel.com 

Email : belvenht@hol.gr

Tel. +30 26610 46500 - 44290 Fax: +30 26610 20708 

Availability:  7 rooms 

Special conference price (room with breakfast): from 85 EUR (single use), 100 EUR (double use), 115/130 EUR (3/4 beds)

Guaranteed availability until 15 April 2008 on a priority basis
Participation

Invited speakers & experts

Speakers and experts invited by organizers and other sponsoring organisations will receive special instructions on how to proceed. However - unless otherwise advised, they should register as all other participants, undertake their reservations and payments to airline companies, agencies, hotels etc.

Speakers & experts  whose expenses are to be reimbursed will receive a personalised letter until 20 March 2008 explaining the  standard rules and procedures for reimbursement to be applied 

All other (non invited) Participants 
Participation is free of charge but all participants should register in advance to facilitate the organization of the conference using the attached registration form.

Presenters of papers / posters
Experts presenting papers or posters should also register as normal participants. However presentation of a paper or poster requires physical presence of a presenter.

Accompanying persons

A detailed excursions programme will be soon published on the conference site as well as eventual charges for participation of accompanying persons in all social events and meals (depending on sponsorships).

Registration
All participants including speakers must register using the attached  Registration Form.
Choices for parallel workshops

Workshop 1: Cultural Cooperation in EU and its neighborhood Workshop 2: Cultural heritage and Tourism

	Registration Form

	Mr/Ms/Dr/Prof: ………………………….…………………………………………………………………………..…….  

First name(s): ……………………..……………………………………………………………………………………...

Last name: …………………..………….…………………………………………………………...…………………… 

Male/Female: M/F – …………….………………………………………………………………………………..……

Nationality: ……………….……………………..…………………………………………………………………………

Profession/Function: …………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Correspondence address
Street: …………………………………………………………………………… str. No: ……………………………..

City: …………………………………..…………….District: ..................…………………..……………….…

Postal Code-: …………. Country: ……………………………...............................................

Email: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	Accompanying person: YES  - NO


Call for Papers and Posters
The 1st Adriatic-Ionian Intercultural Dialogue Conference aims at producing and signing a policy document entitled:  “The Corfu Intercultural Dialogue Declaration”. This document will reflect the concerns of the conference participants regarding intercultural dialogue in the periphery of Europe and peripheral and will attempt to devise patterns for future action in the region.

With a view to shape and enrich its content, the Programme Committee invites  researchers, policy makers, university professors, students, school teachers and graduates as well as as cultural organizations, youth associations and groups, foundations and institutions, museums, theaters etc. to submit by 10 April 2008 at the latest:
>>>> Papers and reflection documents

· research and policy contributions/ full papers (maximum 2.500 words)
· short reflections to be included in the Declaration (maximum 1.000 words)
· theme reports - papers for discussion in workshops
The proposed themes for reflection (non exhaustive list) are inspired from the expectations of 2008, European Year of Intercultural Dialogue i.e.:

• promote intercultural dialogue as an instrument to assist European citizens, and all those living in the European Union, in acquiring the knowledge and aptitudes to enable them to deal with a more open and more complex environment; 
• raise the awareness of European citizens, and all those living in the European Union, of the importance of developing active European citizenship which is open to the world, respectful of cultural diversity and based on common values.
Contributions are welcome related to intercultural dialogue and the cultural initiatives and actions at European level  in areas such as cultural cooperation, cultural industries, access to culture, the culture professionals, cultural facilities, linguistic and cultural diversity, international relations with emphasis in the Adriatic-Ionian and South-Eastern Europe and Mediterranean countries.

Papers will be reviewed by an International Review Board and selected papers will be included in a special publication of the Forum on Intercultural Dialogue.

	Procedure and Deadlines for papers (only by email): 

· Submission of abstracts (max 400 words) by 10 April 2008

· Approval and invitation to submit full paper by 15 April 2008
· Full paper submission by 15 May 2008 

· Paper approval by 25 May 2008
· Final paper submission (camera ready copy) by 10 June 2008


>>>> Posters 
Posters - in English language and A3 format, must be related to the European Intercultural Dialogue 2008 theme and present projects or field work and good practices accomplished by different cultural and other organisations in Europe. 
Award: An International Committee will evaluate and select a number of posters to be exhibited in the conference venue and published in a special post-conference publication. The Committee will be select one poster to receive the award of the “1st Adriatic-Ionian intercultural Dialogue Conference Poster”.
	Deadlines for posters: 

· Draft poster submission by 30 April 2008 

· Paper approval by 15 May 2008
· Final poster submission (printed version) by 10 June 2008
NB: Posters selected for exhibition need to be presented / defended by their authors/creators in Corfu


Contact details

Conference Secretariat 
Coordinator: Dr. Vasileios Laopodis 

Secretariat: Ms Meggy Mavraki 

Address: “Europe of Cultures Forum: Adriatic-Ionian Chapter”, Alepohori Kamaras, 49084, Corfu, Greece 
Web: eocf-ai.org/Corfu-ID-conf-2008
e-mail: confai2008@gmail.com; Skype : vlvlvl2007
Tel. / Fax.: +30 210 6511885; +30 6944726602
NB: Please follow developments on conference website
Other relevant sites
· European Parliament (europarl.europa.eu)
· Europe of Cultures Forum: Adriatic-Ionian Chapter (www.eocf-ai.org)
· Europe of Cultures Forum (www.europeofcultures.org)
· European year of Intercultural Dialogue http://www.interculturaldialogue2008.eu/; 
· European cultural portal: http://ec.europa.eu/culture/portal/events/current/dialogue2008_en.htm
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